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only contented person in Germany was Papen who saw that the
unsurmountable obstacle to a Hitlerite triumph was still in being,
Lippe more than confirmed his own opinion that Hitlerism had
reached its maximum. There would at least be no cause for National
Socialist jubilation when the Reichstag met on January 31. But
the Reichstag was not to meet again under the Schleicher regime.
Things were moving too fast.
While the Landbund was desperately trying to consolidate
its position, a Budget Commission of the Reichstag in the course
of its examination of the public finances came to the sums voted
under previous cabinets for the relief of distressed landed property
in the East Elbian districts, and began to unearth one juicy piece
of scandal after another. They were seized on with rapture by
the representatives of the parliamentary system. The Minister
of Agriculture dutifully did his best to suppress evidence and
to avoid giving names, but it was evident from the temper of
the commission that full revelation could not be longer delayed.
When it was ascertained that the parties were going to demand
a regular Reichstag commission of enquiry into the whole ad-
ministration of the funds drastic action was clearly necessary or
Schleichcr's land settlement scheme would be supported by the
nation, and under its pressure might well be turned into some-
thing very much more dangerous to the landed proprietors.
Something genuinely serious now faced the Landbund; at all
costs there must be no enquiry into a scandalous disuse of public
moneys far exceeding in its scandalousness any of the "Jewish"
scandals of the Republican parties. There was one remedy. Hitler,
for with Hitler there would be no Reichstag and no opposition,
and so no enquiry—if they got Hitler on their terms.
In the presidential palace the intrigues rose to their climax.
"Schleicher must go/' was dinned into the President's ear. He
was a revolutionary, an expropriator, a would-be dictator, an
unconstitutionalist, a Bolshevik. He was treating with the Left;
he was intriguing with the parties; he proposed to be a traitor
to his class and a traitor to the state; he intended to use the army
—the army^of which the President was head—to remain in power.
Hindenburg was gravely perplexed. It had been with Schleicher's

